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The earth aleois defiled under the inhabitants they hawe 
tranegressed the Lave, 


‘ 
1 Honda, May 31, 1886. 
* 


01081 3188 10 M. showed that fourteen new 

Wed had been organized within last 

ASE needay, ‘Apel 7 three years, ‘while the others had been 

The choir sang; Ab more ‘thoroughly filled up and orga- 

men iniquitios Ba-. nized. There are now ninety quo- 

And rums in all. During the last year 


Prayer. by Apostle de John Henry uite a number of missionaries had 
Smith. sen’ sent to the nations, and more 


Fre the:vail. in rend in 
with at deen supplied had they 


was sang by the chor. he General “Authorities of the 
Elder Seymour B. Youty was was called Church, as follows, were presented by 
upon to make a repo 


the Clerk, and sustained by unani- 

J | mous vote of the Conference: ) 

13 ohn Taylor, Seer and 

He Revelatie, and President of the 

been sent dy the: ran Prosidenits of | Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Seventies To the Presidents and Saints i in all the world. n hoa 
an 


of veuties.” | } Q. Cannon 
Tt’ in- Son Second Couuselor 
in t Fitet idéncy. 


ona and” 
Wi “Woodruff, president, and 
Witford | Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastas: Snow, Franklin D. 
Brigham Moses Thatcher 
F. ncis M. Ly an, John Heury Smith, 
George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant and 
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John W. Taylor, Members of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. 
Counselors to the Twelve Apostles: 
John W. Young and Daniel H. Wells. 
Pa to the Church, John 
Smith. 
12 of the Seven - 


es, Hen erri 
J Gates, 
B. C. p. Feld. 


sted and Joho Morgan. 

William B. Preston as Presiding | 
Bishop, wi bert T. Burton as his 
First, and John Q. Cannon as his 
Second Counselor. 

John Taylor, as Trustee-in-Trust 
for the body of religions worshipers 
known and recognized as the Church. 
of Jesus Christ of Letter.day Sajata, 
to hold the legal title to its property 
and contract for it. 

Counselors to the Trustee-in- Trust: 
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of cash and other b from all 
sources by the said Trustee- in- Trust, 
and the accounts of the expenditures 
of the same, during the past two years, 
since we made our last re do 
hereby certify | - By we have found the 
accounts yn correct, and of the 
most satisfactory character. We have 
found that, after Sg tm for the 
amoun rad te out, the balance is fully 
accounted for by cash on — and 
inventoried propert, 

We cannot close this, our repees, i in 
justice to the Trustee-in- an 
or the satisfaction of the Latter-day — 
Saints in Conference assembled, with- 
out saying that we have been much 

— in our — . of the 
accounts, with the. 
economical and strict 
the funds that have come into ote 
hands of the Trustee-in-Trust have 


the ——— to the President, the | been 


Wilfor Wondraif as “Church His- 
torian and General Church Recorder, 


bing Franklin D. Richards as assist- | dition 


8 O. An 
and 


Committee: Wilford 
Woodraff, Franklin D. 
Erastus Snow and Joseph F. Smith. 
of Conference: John N 


Church Re : John Irvine and 
George F. Gibbs. 

The followi 
and, 
Smoot, accep 
on file in the archives of the Church: 


REPORT OF THE AUDITING 


doompariaon y 
competent assistants, 


placed | monsly: 


All obligations have been ] 

| met, the — bas been been placed don 4 

a most satisfactory. 

been mn and the 


— con · 
are 


Auditing i 
following motion, by Apostle 
0 


mittee be ee to — 
sup 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| on Of affairs 18 very 
| N to 4 as we 
now the ate! will be to the 
| in Geneeal 
| We remain, your brethren, | 
| Witrorp Wooprvurs, 
| Erastus, Sow; 
| D 
ne tk 
Ae as 
| overing from me „in 
| | Dasher 6,.1884, until December AI, 
and that any. of. 
We, the undersig: itora ap- familles who, may need ase 
pond the Co mference af th 
Latter- | absence from their homes 
in-Trust. of he said. Shr te 2 * en- 
|. 
| 


ors had been hospitably entertained 
so far as he was aware. Goad feel- 
ings had prevailed. This had been 
the largest gathering of people that 


had ever been witnessed in Provo. It | books. 
was grati * — ‘this city had been 
favored 


e will of God and the 
First Presidency of the Oburch—with 
the holding of a General Conference 
here. It was to be hoped that it 
would not be the last gathering of 
that kind that would convene in the 
same place, Probably before another 


event of that nature transpired the 


Tabernacle would be in a finished 
condition. He thanked—for their 
promptoess and efficiency—the various 
committees who had been appointed 
to | building — that it 
cou used for its present purpose 
in its unfinished’ condition. Doubt. 
less the people of Provo have enjoyed 
so good a time that they would be 
more ‘than to have the pres- 
ence of the Saints who had come to- 
mm from various places remain 
our days more. The speaker d welt 
upon the prospects ahead of the peo- 
— of God. Israel would never be 
removed out of his The cru- 
sade carried on against the Saints 
would serve to re-unite them; it would 
-— up the way for the preaching of 

e Gospel in places where it had 
never been heard. All should stand 


firm, and they would eventually see 


the salvation of God. 


Apostle F. D. Richards said he had be 


enjoyed the spirit and instructions of 
the Conference. The Epistle; which 
ably covered a most extensive ground, 
would do good in the hearts of the 
: e hoped the people would 
take ‘pains to scatter it abroad among 
their friends. In these’ times, when 
many of the! brethren are not 
in view, all others should redouble 
some quar it was not possible 

— — statistical and other- 
wise; that should have been a feature 


of the ig This applied to 
the'Young Men Mutual II 
ment Ladies Relief 


tions, 
Societies and other’ orgauisations. 
There was a report ab hand from the 
Young’ Ladies Associations; but it 
was 80 wah not in a 
condition to be presentable. Tho in · 
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formation it conveyed was not full, 
and would therefore be misleading. 


Applications were made occasionally 
for information by the publishers of 
: The reports from every quar- 
ter should be so exact that it could be 
im without difficalty. It was 
to | ect in this 


) persed 
have the effect of drawing the atten- 
tion of. thinking people to the Gos- 
pel. So it is with the crusade carried 
on here. It is not true that the 
55,000,000 of this nation are all — 
this community. It would yet be de- 
veloped that many people of this 
country were favorable to the Saints 
and had no desire to see them crushed. 
We had received the same Gospel 
that had been delivered by Enoch, 
Noah and Jesus, and the effects were 
similar in each dispensation. Although 
in the end it establishes peace and 
will—the result of obedience to 
its principles—it causes disturbances 
when introduced. It arouses the 
passionate opposition of the wicked. 

The speaker drew the attention of 
his hearers to the fact that already 
two races of had been destroyed 
from the face of the land—the Jared- 
ites and Nephites. The Prophets had 
left it on recurd that no people should 
itted to dwell and flourish 
upon this continent unless they should 
keep the commandments of So 
soon as the cup of iniquity of any peo- 
ple inhabiting this land is full they 
are destroyed. The Almighty is rais- 
ing up who will 

name, that they may possess this 

in ful obedience to His laws, 
erring to the law of conscience, 
the speaker said that conscience was 
the standard of a man’s moral educa- 
tion. There were men in Utah, he 
said, who were © the work of 
prosecuting the Latter-day Sainte, 
and they took delight in following 
out the convictions of their conscience 
in so doing. The Indian races were 
conscientious in many Bacon which 
they did, which were | upon as 
cruel io the extreme | | 
highly civilized nations, For ; 
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respect, lately manilestec WOULC 
never again be exhibited. 

The work of the Lord is steadily 
gaining ground in various parts of the 


Notwithstanding 
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when — of their number met 
with his death by the hand of an ene- 
my, it became the conscientious duty 
of the male nearest of kin to the de- 
ceased to deal out r 
upon the bead of the „ if he 
found him; if not, upon the first of 
his race whom he might chance to 
meet. They believe it right to do 
this; and if they fail to satisfy their 
conscience in this respect, they feel 
that they are lacking in the perform- 


ance of a great moral obligation, and. 


that they are humiliated in the eyes 


of their tribe. 


In East India we find another peo- 


le whose conscientious convictions 


ead them in a very different channel 
of thought and action. There, when 
a man dies leaving a widow, her con- 
science leads her to believe that she 
cannot in any other way show proof 
of her fidelity to her de hus- 
band except in voluntarily offering 
her body to be consumed upon the 
funeral pile of his grave. The widow 
is not taken by force and burnt, as 
some imagine; she offers herself will- 
ingly in order to satisfy her religious 
convictions; and in thus ending her 
life she, according to her standard of 
education, offers indubitable proof of 
her marital fidelity. 

Here, then, we find people in one 
part of the earth who, in order to ap- 
pease their conscience, will deliber- 


_ ately take the life of a fellow-creature; 


and in another part where they volun- 
tarily give their own life as a means 
to answer the same conscientious de- 
mand. As with the American Indian, 
so with the Oriental races, the stand- 
ard of their education morally is their 
conscience. 
The Apostle Paul tells us that he 
even held the garments of the men 
who participated in the stoning to 
death of Stephen. Would you not 
suppose that he felt sorrowful, after 
he found the truth, thet he had had 
anything to do with the arresting and 
to death of believers in the 
Jesus Christ; of consenting in 
thought, or acting in any way what- 
ever in the shedding of innocent blood? 
the inhumanity of 


the work of persecution in whi 
took a 
and be 


. part, he was a Jew 
lieved in Jewry; and what 
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he | quires them to 


may be considered still more extra- 
ordinary was the fact of his being a 
highly educated man, having been 
brought up at the feet of Gamal 
and taught in all the learning of the 
Jewish people. Yet he says, after 
enumerating these things which 
he had done: “In all these, things 
have I lived in all good conscience 
unto this day. In arresting true be- 
lievers in Christ and casting them 
into prison, and even in stoning them 
to death, was merely vindicating 
the supremacy of the law of Moses, as 
it is called, as to heresy, which was a 
capital crime worthy of death. And 
Paul was merely acting the part of a 
— — — he 
was engaged persecuting the former- 
ow, let us 3 that here in 
this the greatest of nations are men in 
authority who do not acknowledge 
the aes of God to dictate and con- 
trol, who declare it to be the highest 
duty of the citizen to render obedi- 
ence to the law of the land; and be- 
cause such men enforce the law with 
severity and even with vindictiveness, 
shall we not give them credit for their 
sincerity and their zeal, inasmuch as 
they can say, as Paul said, that in 
what they do they act n 
And may we not hope that all such 
men may , have their eyes opened 
to behold the enormity of their error, 
as Paul's were opened to perceive the 
manifest wrong that he was inflictin 
on the Saints of his day; and that the 
day may yet come when they, like 
him, may repent of their sins, and be 
found sorrowful for the part have 
taken in the persecution of the Latter- 
day Saints? As the conscience of the 
Indian justifies him, under. the. cir- 
cumstances alluded to, in the killing 
of a fellow creature; and as the con- 
science of the Oriental widow de- 
mands the sacrifiee of her life over 
the funeral pile of her deceased. hus- 
band; so does the same wonderful law 
of conscience not only justify but 
stimulate to action, in punishing men 
with imprisonment because, forsooth, 
they cannot conscientiously do as the 
law, interpreted by themselves, re- 
ay ly, to put 
away part of their amily .who are as 
dear to them as such relations can 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
cb 


then made u 
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possibly make them. Then again, in 
the face of these examples illustrating 
the different traits in men’s conscience, 
that difference may be further aug- 
mented by referring to the leading 
governing traits that characterize the 
conscience of the Latter-day Saints, 
viz.: Fear God and keep His com- 
mandments; thou shalt love the Lord 
with all thy heart, and thy neighbor 
as — — upon which hinges all the 
moral law. 

Let us be grateful that we are found 
worthy to stand upon the higher plat- 
form of moral education; and let us 
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be willing to suffer, inasmuch as 
our doing so the Lord will sanctify it 
to the ey ee about of the greater 
degree of liberty and privileges which 
must eventually be the lot of the 
Saints of God to enjoy. 
The choir sang the anthem: 
Jerusalem, my glorious home.” 


Adjourned for six months, the place 
to be hereafter designated. 
Benediction by Patriarch John 
Smith. 
JOHN NICHOLSON, 
Clerk of Conference. 


THE THREE WITNESSES TO THE BOOK OF MORMON. 


| NO. I 
‘* Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.—Pavt.” 


Gop has left this generation without 
excuse, by fulfilling the words of the 
Apostle: In the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word. 
established.” Fifty-six 2 ag 
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer an 
Martin Harris were the three favored 
ones to behold the heavenly vision in 
open daylight. Having been person- 
ally acquainted with all three and 
held hours of private conversa- 
tion with two. of them, I feel it a 
pleasure as well as a duty to relate 
some of the various testimonies and 
incidents that have come under my 
observation, more especially as only 
one of the witnesses is now living. 
Fifty-three 8 „in the town 
of Pontiac, Oakland County and 
then Territory, but since State 
of. Michigan, when I was but thir- 
teen years of age, I first met with 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet of this gen- 
eration and of the nineteenth century. 
I shall never forget the impression 
n me by his presence 
and voice. He was accompanied b 
the three witnesses before menti 5 
and at public meetings all of them 
in turn bore testimony, and to us 
it wag, indeed a day of Pentecost. 


First the Prophet related how he 


was — pores secret 
prayer, when a t t began to 
shine ‘around — (like unto Paul's 
vision) the brightness of which at 
first alarmed him, but his fear was 
soon dispelled by the voice of the 


Sing, O. heavens; and 


in the 


Father introducing His Only Be- 
gotten Son to him, who spoke 
to the young man, and instructed 


be him (see Zech., 2nd chap.) He also 


described the visit of the angel (three 
times during one night to his bed- 
chamber) who instructed him in the 
fullness of the everlasting Gospel, 
which was to be established and 


preached to every nation, kingdom, 


tongue and people, as spoken of in 
Rev. xiv., 6, 7vs. ; also quoting Isaiah, 
And chap. ile relating those 
visions the countenance of the 
Prophet shone, and the Spirit of 
the Lord filled the house, and for 
one I can bear my testimony that 
I was as one born again, regenerated, 
converted, for, “there is a spirit 
in man: and the inspiration of 
the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing.” (Job xxxii). My mind 
was 80 enlightened that I felt to 
exclaim, as did the prophet Isaiah, 
be joyful, 
O earth: and break forth into sing- 
ing, O mountains, for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, and will have 
mercy upon his afflicted.” ) 
Oliver, David, and Martin each 
related at various meetings the vision 
as they beheld it, each time being 
deeply inspired, and they spoke.as no 
man could speak only as they who had 
stood in the presence of an heavenly 
messenger. y said that they were 
presence of an angel who 
talked with them (an example may be 
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showed in Rev. i 


1-3 vn.) and 


tes containing 


was correc that the 
was given by the power of God, and 
not by the wisdom of man. He 
also shewed them the Urim and 
Thummim, which was used by the 


ancient prophets fur the of 
translating, and was a gift of Gad to 


His chosen people. They further said | 


that the voice of the commanded 
them, as witnesses, to be faithtul to 
the trust reposed in them, and that 
their testimony should be had in re- 
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membrance and should go forth unto 


the convincing of the honest in heart 
in all nations, and no power should 
5 the progress of this the work of 


At this time many believed the 
testimon ny of these witnesses, and the 
were told by the Prophet J — Smit 
that the * of the Gospel shoul 
follow them that believed and by this 
they should know him to be a Prophet 
sent of God. A branch of the Church 
was raised up, some of my school mates 
becoming members, believing, repent- 
ing of all past sins with a Godly sorrow, 
and calling u 
as instru het and 

Elders, for two Eider and 
Carter, had come in advance of none 


phet and the . witn 
the self-same doctrines, e bo by | loo 


the Prophet, that all were required to 
be baptized by immersion (born of the 
water and of thespirit: ee John iii), and 
that too for toy remission of sing, witha 


Hoty Gi they should receive the 
ol Ghost b 


"he laying on of hands. 

t further said that 

elthongh this was not practiced now 
in our day, he was commanded by the 
angel to do eo, even A were the an- 
cient disciples; and as the signs 
followed those — 80 theyshould 
follow believers now, for the angel 
— the same and 


bl 

of m mates and 
others of the little Branch of the 
Church, in the meetings, spoxe in 
the gift of tongues, while others re- 
ceived the gift of — — 


was promised by the Prophet 


Joseph 


without one. 


everlasting 
fully 


been 33 years 
gret or doubt, for 
of the Gos 


— ane also by the. Savior to his 


former disciples as recorded in Mark 
16th chap. 17th Oth verses: 
„And ‘shall fotlo 

that believe: ... theyshall speak with 


new tongues.. And they went f 
and preached every shore, the 
— them, allowing” 
e word wit mene 0 

my testimony is that J — 
roved bimself Prophe 
or I personally heard w. Bil veg an 

— — and saw erified, and 

ore God I lie not. On one occa- 
sion a member of the Branch named 
= Fordham, at a testimony meet- 

ng spoke in the gift of tongues as 
— travelers came up to the 
window which was open. One of 
those strangers asked a lad if he knew 
what Bro Fordham was saying, 
and he of course replied, No. The 
travelers then said that this’ tongue 
was for them as he was preaching the 
Gospel to them in French. When 


d those gifts were given the powse of 
God was mani 


„and tears of joy 
ran down the faces of those youthful 
members. About this time Isa. in a 
vision all of those who bad joined 
this Branch, arrayed in beautiful 
white, flowing robes, and I alone — 
I shall never f 
the impression * on my mind 
and I — up tes my 

ui o stood atid being 
— er how had t 
up to him, m 

how it was that I was 

beautiful robe. In reply, h 

“look, do you see one-withé 
excepting those who have obeys 7 1 
deeply 


5 But, 
been 
have net 


— ressed by the 2 the 


convinced. 


— co. | — 


water and of the Holy Ghost.“ It 
was not long before I was baptized, 
and entitled to the robe. This ‘has 
and 1 have no re- 
I have seen the gifts 
‘follow’; the ‘sick 


healed by the power of God, and 


thousands made to rejoice. Sinee 
the time I heard the testimonies of 
those three : witnesses, it has fallen to 
my lot to visit at different times two 
of them who wont out ‘from our 


| 
| 

| 

| engraved upon them, 
| stating that the translation of them 
| 

| 

| 

| 

i. 

| 

| 

i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


society and had become indifferent | faith and testimony as witnesses to 
to the growth and the increased de- | the trust committed to them by the 
velopment of the work of the Lord, | angel. 

but never have joey faltered in their EDWARD STEVENSON. 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 
Charles Welch, twelve years old, was accidentally ran over and killed by a 
Utah Central train, at Ogden, on the 7th inst 


The Government has concluded to pay the members of the late Utah legis- 
lature after all, and orders to that effect have been sent from Comptroller 
Durham to Secretary Thomas. | 

Our first company of emigrants arrived in Ogden on the morning of the 
ath inst., after à very pleasant journey. They had a few hours detention at 
Laramie on account of the strike. 

‘The sexton. of Salt Lake City reports a total of 33 deaths for the month of 
April last, 21 of whom were males and 12 females. This is a falling off of 12 
from the total of the preceding month. ‘There were no deaths from diph- 
theria. 
Cabel W. West, the sowly appointed Governor of Utah, was the recipieat 
of a grand ovation on his recent arrival in the Territory. Considerable 
enthusiasm was manifested by all classes, and on the 7th inst. he was tendered 
| hy, Sha, suthoritien of Salt Lake City in the 


Theatre... | 
‘lew 
68000 ‘The firs is believed to have been the work of incendiaries. The mill 
deri vod ite / well knowa name from being built to assist in the construction of 
‘the Temple, ia aiding to, furninh ‘material 

Mn Robert Daft of Galt Lake City recently Fee about 


‘fon ——— whieh had ‘been left at her door: The infant was taken 
in end-cared for, and the Desen News says: “Time was in the history of 
of the age-ecems to be fairly upon ws.” 

Desbret News says: goatlanen hailing from was in 
— one sectarian church building 
at Meant ia the Hoesler State, (indiana) accessible to Latter-day Saints. His 
‘father, le ‘says, who is a nionprofessor of religion, probably disgusted with 
the almost universal discrimination against the “Mormony’ and their religion, 

exercised by other religious people, and the illiberal treatment accorded to 
when abroad; determined to do something to offset the same. A 
propesition being made nome four or five-yeats ago to build the Springville 


oktitch in Perry Township, Noble County, Indiana, he and his partner in 
bine ubseribed one-fourth of the means necessary for its erection on con- 


‘they denied to do %%. 


* 
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SALVATION MADE EASY. | 
— — 

One of the greatest obstacles the servants. of God have to meet in this 
dispensation, in their efforts to preach the Gospel and bring mankind to a 
knowledge of the truth, is the fatal heresy so largely prevailing among pro- 
fessing Christians that they are already saved, and that they have achieved 
that desirable position by merely believing in Jesus Christ. This is pre- 
eminently an inventive age and we have easy methods for doing almost every- 
thing, some of them more ingenious than thorough, but the climax is reached 
when 80 easy a method is invented by which mankind may be eternally saved 
in the kingdom of God, and have the privilege, on such easy’ ‘term, to 
eventually associate with those who lived in less fortunate times ‘and “came 
out of great tribulations” into the rest and glory of heaven. We say invented 
for truly such an easy mode of securing salvation is the pure invention of 
man. There is no warrant for it in Scripture, unless it be by taking a few 
disconnected passages and giving them a private and special interpretation, 
entirely inconsistent with the general teaching and spirit of the whole. We 
acknowledge that if this course be taken there is no dogma s absurd, nor 
creed so unreasonable, but that license and proof for it can be found in holy 
writ. Those professors and teachers of salvation: made easy” will quote you 
the text, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou slialt be saved, with 
as much unction and triumph as the cruel master in slavery times, when 
reproved for whipping his slave, quoted the passage: That servant, which 
knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did ‘according to his 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes, and exultingly ordered the overseer 
to continue the whipping. But they fail to toll us that which the Scriptures 
o plainly teach, viz: they only will be acknowledged as true believers in Jesus 
who do His will and keep His commandments, and a mere profession of 
save mankind it will the deyila. “believe and 

tremble.” 

important considerations to those who have an honest regard fer the e 
sistency of God's word, and who wish to look upon Christianity as a — 4 
system of religion, worthy of its heavenly Author. A very little investigation 
of the Scriptures. will con vince them that, such an easy: method of salvation 
as that which is now in fashion and favor with this generation, is very different 
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to anything believed in and practiced by the prophets and people of God who 
lived in ancient times. When we reflect upon the devoted and faithful 
services and sacrifices of Abraham and other patriarchs of Israel, and of those 
prophets who lived between their time and the coming of the Savior, we are 
forced to the conclusion that, if modern theology be correct, it took a great 
deal more to secure salvation in those days than now; that labor and care 
and much tribulation and sacrifice beset the narrow way which led the 
ancients to eternal life, while their modern professing successors trip danc- 
ingly along on beds of flowery ease” with the few magic words on their lips 
that will prove the “open sessame” to the pearly gates of eternal bliss and 
glory. If we turn our attention to the lives and labors of our Savior and 
His disciples and followers, we will still be surprised at the great difference 
between the terms of eternal life then offered to the world, and those now 
offered by popular preachers who profess to teach the way to heaven. Cer- 
tainly Abraham practiced a religion that required more than a mere belief or 
he would have been spared the arduous task of journeying to a far country 
he knew not of, and the fearful ordeal of offering up his son Isaac, less only 
the agony of dealing the fatal stroke. The three Hebrew children and the 
prophet Daniel knew nothing of such an easy plan of salvation or they could 
have avoided the ordeals of the fiery furnace and the lions den. The Apostles 
and early Christians were not trained in the easy “believe and be saved” 
doctrine or they could have escaped their dreadful sufferings and martyrdoms, 
and drifted ' 0 ae to heaven i in the road which requires no works 
nor sacrifices." 

If the Latter-day Saints Sold be contented with such a doctrine what a 
vast amount of trouble and persecution it would save them. But there is a 
serious drawback to this otherwise tempting and ease- promoting creed it 
is not true. The belief spoken of by Paul was an active, living belief, pro- 
duotive of works and leading up to an obedience to the ordinances and a 
compliance with every principle of the Gospel, as naturally as the river leads 
to the sea. Paul's own life and example are a testimony to the truth of this 
interpretation of his words, and it is corroborated by the lives and 
examples of all the early Christians who were true to their 
religion. Jesus compared the man who heard His sayings and did them to 
the wise man who built his house upon the rock, while He compared him 
who heard His sayings, and did them not, to the foolish man who built upon 
the sand, and yet the latter may have believed in His sayings in the same 
manner that many now a: to believe in Jeatis and think they are saved 
thereby... 

‘True Christianity is essentially « religion of faith and good works and 
cannot survive their separation, and, in fact, they cannot separately exist. 
Without works faith would soon die, and without faith there would be no 
works. When Paul told the jailor if he believed in the Lord Jesus he should 
be saved, although he furnished a text upon which rests the modern plan of 
“ salvation made easy,” the jailor, so far from understanding that there was 
nothing further for him to do, “took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” 

Inasmuch then as this modern plan of salvation differs so greatly from that 


by the people of God, anciently, although it may be a very enay 
and agreeable and popular system, it is natural that grave doubts should 
arise as to its-efficacy.. These doubts increase when we find that this modern 
“salvation made easy doctrine fails to receive that endorsement and 
approval of the Almighty which were so distinetly bestowed. upon the religion 
of the early ‘Christians and Saints. Jesus said certain signs should follow 
believers and they did. Paul, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, shows the 
results of faith in the ancients. Now it is remarkable that none of these 
gifts and powers and mighty works are found among modern, professing 
Christians, who depend upon the believe and be saved” system. The con- 
clusion is inevitable that there is something seriously wrong. about this 
modern plan which thus fails to get the endorsement of the Almighty in the 
blessings that formerly attended His people, and if it fails to receive these 
marks of His approval and these proofs of its geauinenesa now, is it not 
likely to fail in bringing that eternal salvation and glory which we dire f in 
the future? 

These considerations force us to the conclusion that the modern, — of 
“salvation made easy is not only unlike the plan of salvation believed in 
and practiced formerly by the people of God, but that it is without efficacy 
and virtue. Is it not probable that Paul, had some such system in his pro- 
phetic mind when he declared that in the last days men would have a form 
of godliness but deny the power thereof? And it is very reasonable to believe 
that he referred to such systems of religion when he said: For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they 

G. 


Murvat Improvement Associations.—We are always pleased to learn 
of the prosperity of these Associations, for, with proper management, they 
‘ean be made the means of doing much good among the Saints. Sisters Alice 
Jennings and Florence ‘Cornell; Seeretary and Assistant ‘Secretary of the 
North London Branch of the M. I. A. send us the minutes of a conjoint 
mesting of the North London and Whitechapel Associations held in the 
meeting house of the former on Sunday morning, the 16th inst. Addresses 
‘were ‘delivered by Elders Jones, Bodell, Shipp, Nye, Marshall, Cornell and 
Horsley. The addresses were brief and on subjects of importante connected 
with our holy religion, and were pleasingly varied by the singing of some 
beautiful anthems. Elder Bodell, who was the President of the North London 
Association, having been called to labor in the Sheffield Conference, in a fe- 
‘parting words thanked the Saints for their kindness to him during his labors 
by singing and benediction. 


Notice —In | consequence of an increase in the rates 
between New York and Salt Lake, of which we have been notified by cable- 
gram from Elder James H. ‘Hart, ‘the emigrant fares from Liverpool to all 
points i Utah are increased just £1. Thus the fare — 1 
ke und Ogden will be £12) Sa, instead of £11 2 0 Children betwee 
5 and 12 years of fare; between 1 and 1275 years, ‘4 1%, n — 
under 1 year ten een 


| 
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ABSTRACT n CORRESPONDENCE. | 
SwiTZRRLAND. —President Schoenfeld thus writes of the recent diftcalties 


in that Mission: 

“Tt was intended by the Swiss Wenden to stop, if possible, the Saints 
who had made preparations to gather to the land of Zion, and they really 
summoned a few and closely questioned them about their motives in gather- 
ing, and also about the law of tithing. The present company of Swiss and 
German Saints consists of 106 souls, made up, mostly, of good sized families 
and persons of all ages and both sexes, and I think it can truly be said a 
company of better Saints never left Switzerland. 

“Tt appears to us that the intent of some apostate slanderer, whe not at 
peace with himself, thought to also disturb the Saints by arousing the anger 
of Swiss authorities, was defeated, for instead of hindering God’s work in the 
gathering of His people, many, whom we could not reach before, learn a little 
of the vigor of ‘Mormonism’ and now begin to see that we are persecuted for 
religion’s sake. 

“We do not anticipate, Wee that the efforts of the Evil One, though 
defeated in this particular instance, are by any means ended, and we feel to 
be diligent in the discharge of our duties, and trust in the God of Israel.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON THE MIGHTY DEEP. 1 exceptionally clea ear for this humid 
Aboard the S. S. Nevada, atmosphere, having just clouds enough 

2 1886. at the close to make what the Englis 
President D. H. We man calls a “jolly sunset.” As the 


Dear Brother,—At noon to-day the 
Nevada was loosed from its moorings 
in the Alexandra and the slow 
and tedious operation of conducting 

e Mersey was t e were 
~~ to understand that she would 

anchor in the river and wait for 
the 19 0 of the tide at 5 p. m.; but 
to the delight of all the passengers, 
instead of dro ary Deepal she raised 
steam and pushed boldly out into the 
Channel. On reaching the open, five 
other stately vessels steamed along 
side, and our deck presented a mass 
of humanity gazing in admiration at 
the imposing spectacle. 

After dinner the company of Saints 
was sectioned off and organized into 
wards, with an experienced person in 
pi of each section, that the order, 

ort and convenience of all may 
be promoted to the utmost. sea 


is smooth, and the day pleasant and 


erald Isle is in sight. 


0 hades of evening gather round us, 
ngers seem pone} to leave 

eck; some sing, others lean over 

a bulwarksand watch the fine tracery 
of foam be lide swifuly by, while others 
at the horizon as if keenly 


All at this hour seem buoyant in 


‘Spirits, quite comfortable and con- 


tented. 
The navigator tells us that we will 


reach Queenstown about 9 o clock in 


the morning, and if poniüte I will 
add a postscript giving the condition 
of the company t 
I remain yours faithfully, 
Ricy H. Joxxs. 

Sunday 23rd, 8.30 a. m.— The Em- 
Queenstown 
in half an hour, so prudence dictates 
the utmost possible brevity in this 


* 
pressed in the celeDrated words: 
Adieu, adieu! my native land 
Fades oer the waters blue.“ 


348 


— The morning is as fine as 
t evening. No sickness as yet, nor 
even premonitory symptoms com- 
ined of. All continue in excellent 

ealth and buoyancy of spirits, and 
fondly anticipate a pleasant and 
8 voyage. 


FROM NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT. 
Northampton, May 19th, 1886. 


President Wells. . 

Dear Brother, Knowing the deep 
interest you take in the work of the 
Lord and the welfare of your co- 
laborers in Christ, I take the present 
opportunity of ee ron a few lines 
from this part of the Lord’s vineyard, 
to inform you of the steady progress 
of God’s work in this part of the 
Birmingham Conference. Since the 
release of Brother Aubrey to return 
home to Zion, and the appointment 
of Brother J. D. Freeze to preside in 
this Conference, I have been released 
from the Wolverhampton district to 
labor in Northampton. A very agree- 
able change so far as the country air, 
scenery, etc. go to make missionary 
labors pleasant. For the black coun- 
try (as it is very properly named) is 
coi bo but inviting to travel through, 
especially to Utonians, who have 
breathed for years the pure mountain 
air. A stranger on approaching some 
parts of Staffordshire would almost 
suppose he was nearing the lower ro- 
the sectarian hell—on be- 

olding the dense smoke and fumes 
that arise, and at times almost darken 
the horizon. | 

But during my labors there among 
the Saints I found many warm hearts 
and kind friends, and formed associa- 
tions never to be forgotten, which I 
hope to renew in the land of Zion. 

ile laboring in that district I had 
the privilege of baptizing fourteen 
persons, some of whom are in Zion. 
On arriving in Northampton about 

a month ago, I found a very prosper- 
ous and lively branch of about twenty- 
four mem Several of them are 
the fruits of Brother R. R. Tanner’s 
labors. He has performed an honor- 


able mission, and was very energetic 

in his labors, and has become endeared 

to the hearts of the Saints here. 
Some time previous to my first visit, 
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Brother Richard Holton had learned 
through a chimney sweep that there 
was a person named Freeman living 
in Olney, some twelve miles from 
Northampton, who used to be in the 
Church many years ago in Liverpool. 
So on Easter Monday, myself and 
Elder Thomas, (who was here on a 
visit) and a few brethren and sisters 
and four children, took train to Olney, 
it being bank holiday, for an out, an 

to hunt up a lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Having notified him by 
letter a few days previous of our in- 


‘tention, on arriving at the station we 


found him there to meet us, Our visit 
to him seemed that of angels, for his 
heart was full to overflowing, and 
tears of joy could be seen runnin 

down his cheeks which were thin an 

pale. On arriving at his home we 
were kindly received and treated by 
his family. On entering into conver- 
sation we learned that he had been a 
member of the Liverpool Branch 
about thirty years ago; came to 
Olney twenty-eight years ago, and 


got married and settled down, and 


from that time to our visit had never 
seen an Elder. He has of late been 
very despondent in his feelings, and 
had concluded he was entirely lost 
2 of. He declared that the powers 
of darkness had weighed so heavily 
upon him that nothing but deat 
would seem any relief to him. He 
said he felt like the man in Pilgrim’s 
Progress, in an iron cage, and he 
looked upon our visit as a mission to 
save him. We talked to him and san 
some of the songs of Zion, whic 
brought the tears of joy upon his 
cheek. I gave him some good coun- 
sel. Wespent the day and returned 
in the evening, leaving the result in 
the hands of God, and I am pleased 
to say that our visit was productive of 
good, for on Saturday last hé came to 
orthampton to spend Sunday here 
and attend meetings, and at night 1 
re-baptized him, and on Sunday we 
re- confirmed him and he partook of 
the sacrament with the Church, and 
left on Monday for home, a new man, 
much N in health and buoyant 
in spirit. [am pleased to state that the 
prospects are good in this district for 
additions to the Church. Several 
strangers are attending our meetings, 


— — 
| 
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and there is a spirit of enquby among 
the people 

Last week I sent an advertisement 
to the Daily Reporter of our place of 
meeting, and they published it free of 
charge, It brought a few strangers 
to our meeting Sunday nicht; among 
them one of the “Sunday. spies, 
who make it their business to go 
around to the various places of wor- 
ship and criticise the speakers, etc. 
He ap to be one of our most 
earnest listeners. Brother Freeze 
and myself addressed the meeting, 
peeking freely upon the first princi- 
ples of the Gospel of Christ, and 
bearing testimony to the divinity of 
the mission of Joseph Smith. “Sp 
seemed much interested, and at the 
close of the meeting asked many 
questions concerning our faith and 
principles; was gentlemanly in his 
enquiries, and seemed earnest, and 
asked for information. He accepted 
a copy of articles of Faith ; also the 
loan of the Voice of Wi and 
promised to investigate. I told him 
the only way to get in possession of a 
knowledge of the truth was to embrace 
the first principles of the Gospel, get 
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands in the divinely appointed way, 
and that spirit would reveal to him 
the things of God; and in no other 
way could he get a knowledge of God 
and the truth. He gave us his name 
and ad and the Rep came 
out on Monday, the bulletin announc- 
ed “Caleb with the Mormons,” and 
to our great astonishment over a 
column was devoted to preaching the 
Gospel, with the exception of a few 
mistakes and unnecessary criticisms ; 


but the article contains many truths, 


and will be the means of carrying our 
rinciples to thousands whom the 
Iders cannot reach, for the paper 
has a wide circulation. 
I know that the Lord is here with 
His people. We are daily expecting 


a watl from some of the pious minis- | pel 


ters, for the dose was strong, coming 
from one of their own reporters. 
With kind regards to you, and all 
the brethren in the at remain 
your brother in the Everlasting 


Covenant, 
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SUMMARY OF ELDER R EH. JONES’ 
South Wales, May 19th, 1886. 
President Daniel H. Wells. | 
Dear Brother,—During the last 
twenty-six months [have been engaged 
here, as you know, in the active duties 
of the ministry ; and as those la 
are now approaching a close, so far as 
this land is concerned, I feel con- 
strained to send 
way of giving a 
self, and taking a farewell leave of my 
co-laborers and of the associations of 
missionary life. 
At the annual Conference of 1884 I 
was called by the Church authorities 
in Zion to perform missionary work 
in foreign lands. Our company con- 
sisted of forty-two missionaries and 
two sisters. After a pleasant and 
uneventful voyage across the mighiy 
deep, we arrived in safety on British | 
soil. I was assigned President. 
John Henry Smith to the Welsh Con- 
ference as a sphere of action, and the 
„Hills of the Cymry —the land of 
my ancestors—have ever. since been. 
the principal scene of my ministerial 
labors. In the beginning of my 


you a line or two by 
rief account of my- 


experience and during the first year, 


I enjoyed active life in the field. In 
the second I passed a short time on 
the Continent, and soon after my re- 
turn I was appointed to the Presidency 
of this Conference. After this change 
which came over the spirit of m 
worl my health though unimpaired, 
was less vigorous than before. The 
Elders with whom I have co-labored 
have been humble, active and efficient. 
The local Priesthood, tuo, have been 
mindful of the admonition, “ Let him 
that is warned warn his neighbor.” 
Many of the local Saints, being well 
grounded in the doctrine have ob- 
served this injunction with energy and 
ability. Much proselyting work has 
been done, The written word has 
been liberally distributed, and the Gos- 
proclaimed from the 
street corners as with a trumpet 
sound. Many have been re-warned, 
ond a few have been gathered into the 
But the great day of conversions 
has — by in Wales. The substan- 
tial honest were gathered from this 
principality thirty years ago. Men 


HAKLES KE * 
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pure — les 


Gospel now as they 
were 
three thousand Saints in Merthyr 
Tydvil and ity. „ alone. 
To-day, it numbers a few 


of the restored 
did then. At 


families The same has 


marked the 1 of trade 
which was then in i 
Wales enjoyed a 
alleled 
al rs to-day! Dead iron wor 
deserted colleries distigure the 
— of the country on every hand. 
Trade is depressed or whully suspend- 
ed, and cases of distress are annvunc- 
ed almost daily. Aside from the 
inscrutable qu on of cause ande 
this fact ap evident, that ol 
Wales in this day, like Antioch ** 
Thessalonica anciently, has had i 
gospel blaze. Even the eleaning 
season is gradually declining, and wil 
perhaps, at no distant — de brought 
to a final close. 

Nevertheless: the Elders have la- 
bored with diligence and zeal, feeling 
— to leave the people without 
| The indifference manifested 

overt the “word” has been great, 
but the active proportion - 

ately small. the Elders 
meeting with resistance or violence 


have been extremely rare. And in | ki 


this regard the peo 
very antipodes of their n rs 
across the channel. We have spoken 
on the street corners, personally, some 
eighty times without molestation, ex. 
cept in a few cases where our zeal 
outran our judgment in endeavoring. 
to pitch in the heart of a city, an 
the officers: interfered en 


and 


Boe what unpar- 
what a 


yours, 
the | 


— crowd threatened 

struction of the thoronshtare, 
Perhaps the most agreeable 

in my as a missionar 

been the aptiring, at 
Daring: | 


of some nitieteen 
vered by the 


last few months I 
merest chance, man of 
I had not before vem 
ceived me kindly, and I left m 
ble with them, and 
siderable genealogical damon 
them. I ateful to God for li 
and health, and that I have been 1. 
mitted to finish my mission. My 
heart is full and my joy is great at the 
thought ‘of again after 80 
bt, an absence to the land of my 
My emotions can de better 
ned than expressed. Yet my 


2 con- 


ben in it a burden of 
Bains from so many frien ofthe 
ts, whom the associations of two 


ears have tended to endear to me. 

t is written somewhere that attach - 
ments formed in the midst of strang 
ers and adversity are of an . 
character.“ The aa ions of 
traveling companions T have enjo} 
and the of the Saints 
have appreci I wish to avail 
myself o op of return - 
ing my heartfelt t thanks for their many 
ndnesses so cheerfully bestowed. 
feel that Wales has some worthy 
Saints, and the spirit constrains me 
to bless them, and admonish them to 
abide in the covenant they have made 
keep the commandments of God, and 
continue true and faithful in all thin 

Wishing all afond farewell, I oe 


Ricy Joes, 


"RETURN TO. CON STANTINOPLE 


—— 
Constantin May 6th, 1886 end took a small bost down. the 
President PD. Dardanelles to Tum- Lale, from 
Dear Brother, —On the 26th of whence we set out afoot over the plains 
April we met an English a er at | of Troy to the Schlieman excavations 
a cireumstance saved at the city made world by 
ein days on our Journey here. | Homeric inspiration. Tum: A. 2 
The principal islands passed on the | bably, the place of la 
way are Oyprus, Bhodes-and: ‘Patmos, | of t @ Grecian heroes on tlieir way to 
ft ome uest and to f The rich lands 
0 Trojan p are —.— 
cultivated. The shepherd boy gases 


* 
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ith curiosity upon the stranger, and 
the lowman — and ox 
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away in the waters by starlight, and 
a little after sunrise we entered the 
2 „ from whence 


to take a look at the passer by. The at 

Turkish dogs here are en near starva- we took an English freight steamer 

tion that I was not ob to pay | over the ora sea to oy 4 

— e homage I did those of Greece | ple. We asked the — ik 

sm u. a es,” he 4 ou can sleep 

small pla mountains | on "We. had ‘slept. worse 


8 — — ruine which 
be claims to be those of ancient Troy. 
His claims, though not perfectly sa- 
in 18 some import- 
ant features @, excavatians,; are 
nerally accepted as sufficient for 
— cal researches. Some classic- 
ists, however, contest point as 


an an AN uestion’; but we aecept it 
of and woul 
feel *. X ut 1 sup 


if any one should hint that we he 
not been on ewe of ancient 
The place is 
the name of 
the gateway at the souti Bowing and 

after, ing up and down, wander- 
ing around in the trenches and gazing | 
at the few remaining scat relics 
for a couple of hours, we wended our 
way back to the little catuke which 


lay rocking in the ra near the 

84 of th The 

relics were removed 
museums, and a 

the nin nstantinople ‘On 

our return Hissarlik, we followed 

in our the east shores of th 


Dardanelles till sanset. As soon as 


the sun sinks in the — 2 he is 


and no person no. person | a1 


the quarantine: At 


allowed farther 
than Techanak-K. 
allowed: to pasa: 


duak we fonad ont way on shore near mony 
some flouring mills and obtained a 
bed and a bench in a bar house. 
derived 


ae. 


are advan 


such 
— 
to dat in 
too long in the same position. 
besides the average 
high for a common flea to m. bit 
in one jump. Long before day-break 
next morning our oars were 8 


d months 


places than “on deck,” and an 
answer in less than a second. We 
reached. Constantinople on the 
by inst, at a very 
ear ur, in time 
— here. from — 
sweet by dreams of bene aaa 
on the way home, &. * 


it is that one A. 


and 
they occur. We — 
too much stu 
Turks, Armenians, and Grseke — 
— L spring featival.since we re- 
an event we were indeed 
— to witness. We are glad to 
back. It is so home-like listen 
to the night revelries of the Constan- 
tinople and hear the unearthly 
shouts of the Hamals selling oa — 
streets every ies of merc! 
from beans and, buttons to honsehold 
‘furniture. We were delighted to see. 
the Orient and learn something of its 
ple. The weather has been all, 


one the household fauna more than 
we could have desired: We preached 


gy 


Palestin with a sin 10 exception, do 
not a one 25 25 ch hope of 


the their conversion. 
Brother Lyman lea ves — 


If it is true that out ä Mindat the sabe speaketh,” then itis 


also true that every effort to pacity pnd swooten the hens, to strengthen 
energy into the life, will also exalt and dignity the 


the mind, and to put fidelity and 


and 


speech and make its influence a bitesing to all who hear it. 


Writ. We often bore dur testi- 
to. the restoration of the Gospel, 
elt the better for it every: time 


